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from complaining; not only because I am sensible that the state of your health was but too good an excuse, but because you write }n a strain which shews that you have agreeable views of the scheme which we have so long proposed.
###*###
'I communicated to Heattie what you said of his book in your last letter to me. I Le writes to me thus :—" You judge very rightly in supposing that Dr. Johnson's favourable opinion of my book must give me great delight. 1 ndeed it is impossible for me to say how much I am gratified by it; for there is not a man upon earth whose good opinion L would be more ambitious to cultivate. His talents and his virtues I reverence more than any words can express. The extraordinary civilities' (the paternal attentions I should rather say,) and the many instructions I have had the honour to receive from him, will to me be a perpetual source of pleasure in the recollection,
" J)itm manor ipse MM, tlum spirit us hvs regt'f artifs*"
1" I had still some thoughts, while the summer lasted, of being obliged to go to London on some little business ; otherwise I should certainly have troubled him with a letter several months ago, and given some vent to my gratitude and admiration. This 1. intend to do, as soon as I am left a little at Unsure. Mean time, if you have occasion to'write to him, 1 beg you will offer him my most respectful compliments, and assure him of llu: sincerity of my attachment
and the warmth of my gratitude1."
*          *           *           #           #           #           *
' I am, ttc.
'JAMKS   BOSWKLL.'
1773: ./KTAT. 64.).....In  177$ bis only publication was an
edition of his folio J) let binary, with additions and corrections8; nor did lie, so far as is known, furnish any
1 See ante, ii. 163, note I.
a 'While of my.se, If I yet may think, while, breath my body sways.'
Morris's sKnt'itfs, iv. 336.
3 It should seem that this dictionary work was not unpleasant to Johnson; for Stockdale records (A/t'tnat't'S, ii. 179) that about 1774, having told him that he had declined to edit a new edition of Cham-bcrs's Dictionary of iht! Arts and -.SVvVv/m1, 'Johnson replied that if I would not undertake it, he would. I expressed my astonishment that, in his easy circumstances, he should think of preparing a new edition
productions55-70.
